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Oftentimes | have trouble with story- 
boards. When that happens, | just Keep 
telling myselfr“It's, okay, Obata ‘Sensei 
will think of something!” 

—Yumi Hotta 


t all began when Yumi, Hotta played a pick-up game of Go 
with her father-in-law. ‘As she was learning how to play, Ms. 
Hotta-thought it might be fun to create a story around the 
traditional board game. More confident in her storytelling 
abilities\than her drawing skills, she submitted the beginnings 
of Hikaru no Go to Weekly Shonen Jump’s Story King 
Award. The Story King Award is an award that picks the-best 
story, manga, character design and youth (under |5)manga 
submissions every year in Japan. As fate would-have it, Ms. Hotta’s 
story (originally named, “Kokonotsu no Hoshi’), was a runner-up 
inthe “Story” category of the Story King Award. Many years 
earlier, Takeshi Obata was.a runner-up for the Tezuka Award, 
another Japanese manga contest sponsored by Weekly Shonen 
Jump and Monthly Shonen Jump. An editor assigned.to Mr. 
Obata’s artwork came upon Ms. Hotta’s story and paired the two 
for a full-fledged-manga about Go, The rest is modern Go history. 
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«iie€ 


OH, C’MON 
® AKARI. STOP 
3 COMPLAINING 
: ANO HELP 


\ We MELOOK! / ~ 
Se». Or ; 
v— ->) 9 
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VA fs - < SS — a5 
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LETS 


HEY! + GET OUT OF 


MAYBE THIS : | HERE, HIKARU. | 
IS WORTH < 4 A I'MGETTING | 


SOMETHING! Ae oi ? THE 


/ 
My 


BE DUMB. 
THISISA 
GO BOARD. 


/ BETILL 
GET ALOT OF 
| MONEYFORIT! LOOKOLD. 
ANTIQUES GRANOPA 
ARE POPULAR MUST'VE USED 


THESE DAYS, IT ALONG 
YOU KNOW. TIME AGO. 


PARENTS ) : é 
CUT OFF MY . oN H IT’S ALL 
ALLOWANCE , ss \ 2 RIGHT? 
‘CAUSE|ONLY [ie y TA -A 45 | MEAN, 
GOT 8 POINTS ie itd 3 NIN SS omayee 
ON THAT — = ES YOU 


SOCIAL AN | NN 
/ DADS SHOULD 
stuplies & wy pote 


LS 
PAW ae 
OS Se 


DARNIT! | 
WHY WON'T 8 points... 
THIS STAIN 


\ 


‘ 
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\ 


AN 

| RIGHT HERE! 

-/ = LOOKS LIKE 
OL : AN OLD BLOOD 


Wo IZ, STAIN OR 
Cc NK A? SOMETHING... 
NY 7 ll 


You can... 
hear my 
voice? 


You can 


really hear 

| JUST 

ZANyTANG, what I am 
ANYTHING, 
HIKARU... saying? 


| 


HS 


Sey 


To the gods, 
I of fer my 
gratitude.., 


IRAN Nnhagan 


<OSSsSssSYF 


correct. I am 
inside your 
conscious- 


ana aaa 
sil 


Fe Aira ro. 
im ep 


|e 


SCORES ON 
THE SOCIAL 
STUDIES TEST 
LAST WEEK WERE 
ABSOLUTELY 


y ABYSMAL... 
THAT'S WHY 


~ Hmm... 


mee —QUEstions a 


about 


Fistor 


HOW CAN | 


| FEEL SO 
GROGGY. 
| GUESS IT'S 
LEFT OVER 
FROM WHAT 
HAPPENED 


. YESTERDAY... 


au 


TAKE ATEST| ~Y 


IN TALS 
CONDITION? 


THE 
HOSPITAL. 


ME UNLESS 
| TALK TO 
YOU FIRST! 


CONSCIOUS- 
NESS |S MINE! 
'M NOT GOING 

TO LET YOu 

HAVE IT! 


Heian Period", 
I held a position 
in the Capital as 
s= Co instructor to , 
the Emperor. S& 


It was 
sucha 
In addition | happy tine 
to myself, | for me, I 
there | was able to 
was one play Go 
other Go | / f every day... 


instructor. 


WXVAYU XU YUATV TA 


‘a 


Everyone’s 
attention was 
drawn to the 
board, it was 
only by mere 
chance that I 

saw tt... 


to decide 
who shall 
keep his 
position. 


AV 


ZZ 


A single 
white stone 
lay in my 
opponent’s 
Go bowl.* 


Sir, 
I believe 
that you 
have need 
for only 
one Go 
instructor, 


< 


READ 
THIS 
WAY 


He waited for 
an opportune 
moment... 


This, of course, has 
nothing to do with 
game play. A player 
need just explain the 
situation and return 
the misplaced stone 
to his opponent’s 


Go bowl. 
However, that 
scoundrel... 


To have one of 
your opponent’s 
stones mixed in 
with your own is 
highly unusual, 
but on occasion, 
it has been known 
to happen. 


and then 
he placed 
the stone 
in with his 
prisoners... 


YOU 
MEAN, HE 
CHEATED?! 


| SAW WHAT 
YOU JUST DID! 
YOU PUT AN 
EXTRA BLACK 
STONE IN 
WITH YOUR 
PRISONERS! 


EVERYONE 

ELSE WAS 
LOOKING AT 
THE BOARD, 

BUT | SAW F- 
WHAT YOU DID! — 
YOU HAD ONE 

OF MY 

STONES IN 


YOUR GO 

BOWL AND » / : 
YOU SLIPPED IT 7! 
IN WITH YOUR NAT Se 


SAS 


WH-WHAT 
ARE YOU 
SAYING?! 
THAT IS 
WHAT YOU 
JUST OID 


PITIFUL 
EXCUSE!! 


TS 7 TT 
| REFUSE TO SY i 


ane BELIEVE THAT 


EITHER OF YOU | 
COMMIT SUCH 


AN UGLY ‘ | . \ LN \ SILENCE! 


OFFENSE IN). gee — : 
NOW, i | 
OW ny PRESENCE.|p sf ENOUGH 
WITH P 
THE 
GAME! 


ON ‘Ya 
WITH THE fame 


//|| Upset with | 
the turn of 
events, I 

was unable || ||| | 
to calm mai 

myself 
down... 


yearnings 
were strong, 
I wanted to 
play more 


Would 
my soul 
be allowed 
to depart 
this life 
and enter 
nirvana? 


= To add insult to 


injury, my reputa- 
tion was irrepara- 


az bly tarnished... I 


was banished from 
the Capital for my_ 
=alleged treachery. j 
Be With novothe 
ee skills,no, way, 01 


KR 


It seemed like =s — == ied 
an eternity... a is i ==== spiri 
Until one day, , dts ; was trapped 
I heard a — vse within that 
child’s SSS 

voice... 


y" 
\ 


"Why 


i r—C i —O 
| This Go 
F 


Perhaps Sweet board can’t 
you have child, i appears anyone 
some small you can see to be else see 
space within the stains stained these 
your soul to of my with so stains? 
house my \ j~\\ 4 wretched many 
own... \ tears, then tears... 
\ perhaps... 


¢ p 
Non yt (ft Stig | 


The child eventually separ 
became the best Go aspiring 
player of the Edo period.* Go player. 
Unfortunately, he died a He happily 
feeble and sickly death allowed me 
at the young age of 34. into his 
soul... 


My greatest 
desire was 
fulfilled-- ( 
I was allowed 

to play Go 

once again... 


HON’'INBO- 
SHUSAKU, 


\ 
HEARD OF HIM... Pw ) name was 
SO, THE BLOOD ny {P=  wasa  Hor’inbo- 
STAINS ON THAT ” d|/ 3 very  Shusaku... 
GO BOARD 2 "Al \Y “iy jood 
MUSTVE BEEN GY ohn 
FROM HIM... ww. yy 


I still 
have not 
accomplished 
my goal... 


SW 


UW 
ntl AS, 


| SUPPOSE COME 

THAT MEANS BACK TO 
YOU STILL THE REAL 
WANT TO WORLD 
PLAY GO? THROUGH 

Me... 
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BAD | HAVE 
ABSOLUTELY 
NO INTENTION 
OF PLAYING 


— 
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1) 
Nth 
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; RANT N Wy, a 
g 
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= aan 

ar 
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Kie« 


4 HIKARU! 
: . 5 st | huf ARE YOU 
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You must 
have felt my 
intense sorrow 
when I heard 
that I would be 


HY 


my 


\ 


\ 


nny 
yy} 


BUT 
THAT'S 
YOUR 
PROBLEM. 
| HAVE MY 


i 


Ss iy 


= 
L/ 
6 
C 
O 
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R 
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SOMEONE 
TAKE 
HIKARU TO 


>| HIKARU, 
PULL 
YOUR- 
SELF 
TOGE- 


<iie€ 


OKAY, YOU 
WIN... 'LL PLAY 
GO OR 
WHATEVER 
YOU WANT... 


1 CONSCIOUS- 


NESS 
BELONGS 


ME, UNLESS 
| TALK TO 
YOU FIRST. 


BETTER 
THAN BEING 
KILLED OFF 

BY THIS 

VENGEFUL 

SPIRIT... 


| GUESS IT 
WON'T HURT 
TO PLAY 
EVERY ONCE 
IN A WHILE... 
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lil 
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Mu 


grandfather 
plays?! 

Is he good?! 

s he goo = 


il 


\ 
v1. 


(gi, G4 
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ei 
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‘ia wy ys 
paca, |) Vt ¢ ([ id 
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READ 
THIS 
WAY 


ESE 
se SOSSSS LL 
SS 
Z 


CRLCSA AR 
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HIKARU! 
YOU FEELING 


LLL 
LZ ZZ 
LLL LEELEI 
: LL. LEA 


\| sa . = < — A 
[ YOU SURE 
MALL \_ me DID GIVE ME 
BETTER \- ans | A SCARE! 
NOW! | VIS 
seer} oD 
Pa pe | WAS SO 
y A a WF SHOCKED 
N | a mee WHEN AKARI 
NESSES 1 fa 7 CAME DOWN 
— Lay 2 q AND SAID YOU 
eel b AN GSI 41 ol HAD PASSED 
Hl) ee ae AWS OuT! 
| | 6 ; \ | 
iLL a ba ee 
i aii | ell |. —|| 
—_——_- —— —— : 
= = _— | 
: SSS 
ae gooey =/ SO, WHAT'S 
ve = 1% h/ you came 
WANN \— ne U CAM 
Lae ING How || HEH HEH... (| fcigh oe 
WINNER TO PLAy | | ACTUALLY... \>~ NL eranoma, 
GETSA = oN ESV" SHE'S OUT 
THOUSAND \ “ete ae - ‘\ SHOPPING... 


\ CaS Ve 


* APPROXIMATELY US58.50 


YOU'RE 
LEARNING 
HOW TO 
PLAY GO?! 


OKAY, YOU 

JUST WAIT 

HERE! I'LL 
GO GET THE 


"M AT 
GRANOPA'S... 


SO YOUVE 
FINALLY 
COME TO 
APPRECIATE 
THE FINER 
POINTS OF 


SAl! : 
| TOLD YOU - should play 


NOT TO TALK |= 
TO ME, UNLESS Wee. More than 


| TALK TO YOU = just one 


FIRST!! 


I'LL PLAY 
YOU AS 
MUCH AS 
YOU WANT! 


Kii€ 


DON’T WORRY 
ABOUT IT, 
GRANDPA, IT’S 
NOTHING! 


HEH 
HEH HEH! 


| WAS JUST-- 
UH... HAD A FIGHT 


WITH A FRIEND, AND (= 


| WAS JUST 
THINKING ABOUT 
HIM ANO |, UH-- 


THOUSAND 
YEN, RIGHT? 


| Nae 

3 PUT DOWN 
| AS MANY 
STONES AS 
YOU WANT. A 


PUT DOWN |: 
i STONES..? |= 


GRANDPA! 
| WASN'T 
TALKING 


LET'S START 
PLAYING! 


A weaker player 
may place down 
stones on the board 
to create a more 
even match, 


OH, IT’S 


LIKE A 
HANDICAP! 


GRANDPA, 
ARE YOU 
REALLY THAT 


SEE FOR 
YOURSELF! 


I’m 
not sure... 
But, I think 


PLACE IN 
THE TOWN 
GO TOURNA- 


HIDDEN! 
HEH HEH 


| DIDN'T 
KNOW YOU 
WERE 7A/S: 


KK 


BUT 
YOU JUST 
STARTED 
LEARNING 
HOW TO 

PLAY... 


BUT, THAT'S 
FINE. YOU 
DON'T HAVE 
TO PUT 
DOWN ANY 
STONES. 


HIKARU! 

BLACK 

ALWAYS 
GOES 
FIRST! 


LET'S 
JUST PLAY. 


FORGET 
THE 
HANDICAP! 


"mM 
GOING 
TO BE 
WHITE! 


CAN'T BLAME 
YOU, THOUGH. 
YOU'VE BEEN 
WAITING OVER 
140 YEARS 
TO PLAY... 


| GUESS IT’S 
NOT GOING 
TO HURT 
TO LET YOU 
PLAY EVERY 
ONCE IN A 
WHILE... 


YOU'RE 
GETTING SO 
EMOTIONAL... 


<i 
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“Star Points.” 


The game 
must have 
advanced 
quite a bit 
in the past 


A star 
point...on 
the first 
move... 


Look at the board. 
There are nine 
points marked | poINT? 
by black dots, 


In Shusaku’s 
time, it was 
to play an 
opening 
move ona 
star P omt, 


WHAT'S 
WRONG HIKARU? 
HURRY UP ANDO 
MAKE YOUR 
MOVE! 


POINT 
BELOW 
WHAT?! 

WHERE?! 


IN THE 

UPPER 

RIGHT 
CORNER?! Dest 


one point POINT? 


directly 1 
below the AT ss 


lower right 


y star point, 


YOU'RE 
TAKING THE STAR 


TOO POINT... 
MUCH UM... HERE? 


TIME... 


DARN! SAI 
HASN'T PLAYED 
IN 140 YEARS! 


HE MIGHT'VE BEEN 
A GOOD PLAYER 
BACK IN THE EDO 
PERIOD, BUT CAN HE 
HOLD UP AGAINST 
A PLAYER FROM 
MODERN T\MES?! 


The 3-4 
point in the 
lower right 


Play the 
3-4 point, 
This tirne, 
above the 
star point, 


t M | 


Yy \ 
QUIT) N 
\ 


WHAT?! 


Large Knight 


‘é approach... 


| ALLELE. i a far os Wa 
i enw ia a 
rz 


THAT 
SETTLES IT. 
'M NEVER 
PLAYING 


.... 


GLORP...! 


YOUR MOOD 
SWINGS ARE 
AFFECTING 
ME TOO! 
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WOULDN'T 
HAPPEN TO 
KNOW ANY- 
THING ABOUT 
THE TEMPO 


1M THE 
ONE THAT 
SHOULD BE 
CRYING! 


I'VE GOT 
TO MAKE 
ALL THESE 


The reforms 
included restriction 
of the movement of 

villagers to the cities 

as well as various 
other financial 


Councilor 
Mizuno- 


WHAT DO - oF while I was 
YOU KNOW, A = visiting the 
SAI? YOU ‘ ig : ne =—~ castle, he-- 
MIGHT BE i‘ \\ GY 
OF SOME 
USE TO 
ME, AFTER 


came into 
Uraga Bay 
with four 
warships... 


Pd 4 

meen hmaiianall//////ffe _ = YOU THINK 

NY ie ac YOUR SPIRIT 
f Z CAME INTO 


ME? | DON'T 
EVEN KNOW 


ie Se 
i 


= 


Kie« 


SS : — = - 


EVEN IF 
WHITE WERE 
TO PLAY 
BLACK’S 
MOVE, BLACK 
CAPTURES 


TWO STONES. 


"THEN, BLACK 

DESCENDING 
HERE |S A 

GOOD MOVE... 


THEN ALL 

OF WHITE'S 
STONES IN 
THIS AREA 
ARE DEAD. 


He’s going over 
some basic tsurme 2" ee 
Go problems-- Oe 


problems of life 


ZY and death... 


NW 


THAT'S IT 
FOR MY 
LECTURE. 
LETS 
START 
PLAYING 
SOME 


HAVE 
YOU EVER 
PLAYED GO, 


NO, | DON’T 
KNOW A THING 
ABOLT GO... 


Also, literally meaning, “to make a request.” 


runt 


___— 
Bi (onecaisHins 


Ss ZE 
S Ofcourse 2 
—=S= —= 
—S you don’t. = 

=S Yovrejusta S 

beginner. 
4 
|! \ 


HIKARU 
SHINDO... 


| DON'T 

KNOW 
WHAT THE 
HECK HE'S 
TALKING 
ABOLT... 


player this 
instructor 


START 
WITH A 
SIMPLE 
GAME 
WHERE 

WE JUST 

CAPTURE 

STONES. 


RIGHT. 
THIS WAY 
YOU CAN 

“LEARN 
THE 
BASICS.” 


NOT REALLY 
INTERESTED... 


| JUST 


THOUGHT 
SCORES | SHOULD 


| ARE GOING [earn 
f TOIMPROVE tye 
AND ALL, —_ BASICS. 


WHAT 
GOT YOU 
INTERESTED 


MAYBE 
THAT 
SOUNDED 


SOMETHING } 
AGAIN? / 


OKAY? DID FH 
HAPPEN /+—| Zou 


ee (( 
"3 (a 


EN 


S24 


( 


- 
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ALSO TRIED 
TO PLAY GO 
WITH HIS 


GRAND- 
FATHER... 


WELL, 
HELLO 
THERE 
AKARI! 


HE'S 
STARTED 
GOING TO 
A WEEKLY 


«ii € 


FOR THE 
REST OF 
THE HOUR, 
MAYBE YOU 


| CAPTURE 
YOUR 
STONES 
ANDO | WIN! 


P 
\Pss SS me. 


1 # I AKOTA'S 
I 
: a | AT IT AGAIN. 
eo 4 PICKING ON 
1 \ A WEAKER 
\. PLAYER! 
x 


Over there. 
He certainly 
is not being 
very nice... 


47 


AREN'T ANY 
OTHER kIDS 


— 


THERE! 
NOW, I'VE 
CAPTURED 
6 OF YOUR 
STONES! 


The man who 
YOU SURE just played, 


DO LIKE ‘ : / But, he’s He’s a lot 
GIVING UP } playing a = better than his 


YOUR : horrible nent... 
STONES! ; game. : als 


He’s taking 
advantage of his 
weaker opponent by 
being over-aggressive 
and confusing him. 


NEVER | 
KNOWN ANYONE 
WHO LIKED 


LOSING AS MUCH His play 
AS YOU SEEM is very 
mean- 


spirited! 


I will play in 
his stead! 


I refuse to stand by and 


watch a stronger player 
ridicule a weaker one! 


Then, Iam 
he’ll know going to 
how it feels teach this 
to be on the man a lesson! 
receiving I’m going to 
end of such completely 
cruel play! overwhelm 


hin... 


COMPETE WITH 
oe 
PLAYERS FROM 
4 ee ee 


believe 
in yrty 
ability?! 


OHNE. C 
BIG LAUGH! 


e iaeerk 


STAND 
YOUR sh); ZS ended, I'm 
PASSION nia! nk oe ie 
him a piece of 
beni 
And then, I'm 
ial 


om 


oe 
CARE 


pashils 
ite 
eee 


« RE 
tHe 


(i. 
N? _ : 
a‘ » 
Wo 
: in} 
clatt 
a 


VA 
| HAVEN'T 
LAUGHED 
THIS MUCH IN oh 
ALONG Time! MY! 
<4. | DID YOU SEE 
BUT, IT’S THE LOOK ON 
MR. AKOTA 
WE'RE TALKING 
ABOUT! HE 
DESERVED IT! 


<ii€ 


HIKARU, 
YOU MUST 
APOLOGIZE 
TO MR. 
AKOTA NEXT 
WEEK. 


¥ SAW YOU LAUGH- 
ING WITH THE 
REST OF US! 


HIKARU? 

| DON'T 
WANT ANY- 
THING LIKE 

THIS TO 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD OF 
SOMEONE 
NAMED 
FUJIWARA- 
NO-SAI? 


OH, IT DOESN'T 
MATTER. FORGET 
| MENTIONED IT. 
SEE YOU NEXT 


HAVEN'T. 
DOES THIS 
PERSON 
HAVE SOME- 
THING TO 
DO WITH 


IF WE'RE 
BOTH NEw, 
THEN THAT 

MEANS WE'RE 

RIVALS! 


“WHO'S THE 
BEST GO 
PLAYER TO 
EVER PLAY 
THE GAME?" 


I'M NEW HERE, 


TOO. | STARTED 
LAST MONTH. 


SO HIKARU, 
YOU'RE IN 
THE 6TH 
GRADE? 


WELL, | JUST 
READ AN 
INTERESTING 
ARTICLE... 


ANOTHER 
OCCASION, 
THE 
REPORTER 
ASKED A 
GO PLAYER 
THE SAME 
QUESTION. 


SENSEI, THAT 

WAS ANOTHER 

GREAT CLASS, 
YOU EXPLAIN 


SNOD\ EVERYTHING SO 
LS 4 


THE SHOGI 
PLAYER 
REPLIED THAT, 
WITHOUT A 
DOUBT, A 
PLAYER NAMED 
HABU WAS THE 
BEST EVER. 


CLEARLY! 


DO YOU 
THINK’S THE 
STRONGEST 
GO PLAYER 

OF ALL 


A REPORTER 
ASKED A 
CERTAIN 


QUESTION... 


“WHO'S THE 
BEST SHOG| 
PLAYER IN 
HISTORY?” 


*a Japanese game similar to Chess 54 
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KURATA 4 TOYA MEIJIN, 
DAN AND WHO HOLDS 
OGATA ? DAN 3 TITLES, IS 
AMONGST ARE PROBABLY CURRENTLY THE 
THE THE BEST BEST PLAYER 


YOUNGER AROUND. 


PLAYERS... 


BUT AS TO 


WHO THE BEST 
; EVER GO 
ey PLAYER THERE 
EDO PERIOD PLAYER'S 
IS THE BEST ANSWER WAS 


PLAYER OF 
ALL TIME. 


UNEQUIVOCALLY 
CLEAR. 


OBATA SENSEI DOES THE HIK. ARU 


CHARACTER DESIGNS AND 


ILLUSTRATIONS FOR THIS No GO 


MANGA. SO YOU MIGHT BE 

WONDERING WHAT STORYBOARDS 
HAPPENED FOR THE 

STORYBOARDS BEFORE C) 

THE CHARACTERS WERE 

DESIGNED WELL I DREW | YUM! (/ (L! \e 
THEM MYSELF HOTTA ON 


AFTER THAT, I BEGAN AFTER FINISHING 

TRYING TO IMITATE OBATA Highlight, SEVERAL INSTALL- 

SENSET'S CHARACTER "MENTS, I RECEIVED 

DESIGNS. A COPY OF OBATA 
ie SENSET'S FINISHED 

I TRIED TO DO IT WITH F ARTWORK IN THE MAIL. 

ALL THE CHARACTERS. 


1 Tere SAI WAS ALSO - HIKARU 
IMITATE THE ; 
ARTWORK EASY, VERY WAS 
put MINE SIMILAR TO MY EASY. 
ND 
ene / STORYBOARD 
LIKE THIS. / VERSION. 


I COULDN'T AKIRA TOYA WAS 
TELL IF IWAS DIFFICULT. IKEPT 
ACTUALLY DRAWING AND 
DOING ANY os, ERASING, DRAWING 
WORK ON AND ERASING. 
WRITING THE 

STORY 

ANYMORE... 


ral 


“2 sort of orange 
= taf r 
W=% coming out! 


mn 


i 


ee ae, 


EXACTLY HOW 
—_ MY GRANDSON 


IS--ALWAYS SSN 
DRINKING SODA. SeS8 
IT CAN'T BE SSS 
GOOD FOR YOU... RSS 
== YOU DOING 
I 
= WITH ALL 
. THIS SODA? 
eeeee I | 


Mt 


\\ \\ 


Hikaru! 
Something 
very peculiar is 
happening in 
that little box! 

People are 


ee ER 


HIKARU, HAVE 
YOU HEARD OF 
TOYA MEIJIN? 
THEY SAY HES 

THE CLOSEST TO 

HAVING PLAYED 

"THE DIVINE 

MOVE." 


WHITE PLAYS 
AT P-I7, 
ATTACKING 
WITH A SMALL 
KNIGHT'S 


fa 

\ 4 \ 

“ny 
~ 


Another who 
endeavors to 
play the 
Divine Move! 


Amazing... 


Even 
during 
Shusaku’s His 
time, there play far 
were few exceeds 
who played that of 
at sucha a Meijin 


high level... 


READ 
< THIS 
WAY 


Hikaru, 
how could 


7 = 


— 2 


nnIAR 
JAS NNN HIKARU! 


FORWARD 
TO SEEING 
YOUR NEW 
WIG, NEXT | 

WEEK! 7 


THAT'S IT! 
NO CLASS 
FOR YOU, 

TODAY!!! 


I didn't 
doit on 
purpose is 


WHO WOULDVE 
THOUGHT IT'D 
BE SO HARD 
TO LEARN TO 

PLAY GO ? 


THANKS, 
MR. 
AKOTA!! 


DARN! 


Ally, 
\\\ lly 


SYS Itsall 7 
= your fault, : 
2, Hikaru! 


\ 
Wii» 


TAKE IT SO \ 
HARD, HIKARU. // 
SHIRAKAWA 
SENSEI'S 
JUST TRYING 
TO DO 
WHAT'S BEST 
FOR YOU... 


BUT ONLY REALLY 
STRONG PLAYERS 
GO THERE. | 
DON'T THINK 
YOU'RE READY 
YET, HIKARU... 


IN FRONT 
OF THE 
STATION? 


BE 

/ WHAT ITLL 
BE LIKE... 
| FINALLY GET 
TO SEE SAI 
IN ACTION... / 


=| 


eel 
a 


i i SS 
ae So — 


\ 

| i) 

k 
ny 7 . 


Dy 


HI 


| ‘BE 
pe aon iF WHOA! & 
| Yaron FA / iB 
wey 01) Va 
Lal 
in 
_f 


THIS IS 
ALL NEW 
TO ME. 
CAN 
ANYBODY 


“IS THIS NAME 
YOUR DOWN 
FIRST HERE 
TIME PLEASE. 


AGAINST 
ANYBODY, 
BUT | THINK 


OVER 
THERE! 


\ 


©) 


OZXN 


LN 


WN © FZ é 


i > ~ seg 


. <P 
en Cane 


SAN 2E=. 


AP Lg 


I'M SURE GLAD 


HESS 
iw 
EE 
ol 
> x 
a 
iy W 
Y = 
OG 
= 


7 = 


BZ 


(4 
wy, 


- CEPT 


<iiv€ 


HOW 
STRONG 
A PLAYER 


| DON'T 
REALLY 
; KNOW, BUT 
Ww | THINK I'M 
PRETTY 


WELL, WHY 
DON'T YOU 
PUT DOWN 4 
OR 5 STONES 


WHO 
THINK HE, AKIR 


DON'T NEED 
A HANDICAP. 


a~ ~ : 
77 HOLDS HIS 
() BEGINNER. 


«i 


| 


| 


iia 


i 


Ha 
7 


¥ 


STONES LIKE 
A BEGINNER, 


GOOD SOLID 


BUT HE PLAYS! |. 


y 


YW, 


@) 


HIS HAND STOP 
SO AWKWARDLY 
ABOVE THE 


THE 
SHAPE OF 
SEEMS KIND 


NOT 
INTIMI- 
DATED 


/ 


OKAY, 17 
UP ANO II 
ACROSS, . 


— 
> = 
ame 


~™ 


READ 
« THIS 
WAY 


ae ee se Say Sea / 


—HOWEILE 
—=RESPOND! 


TTT TIMI ie 
th TIT TT TTA ATTICTIPATTT ATTA TATA H 


IS AKIRA 


HE'S OVER THERE 


PLAYING WITH A_ | |SENSEI HERE? \__ 
BOY CLOSE TO | WANTED HIM 

HIS OWN AGE. AND TO PLAY A +4 
AKIRA WILL GET TEACHING 


MAD IF YOU CALL GAME WITH, 


HIM “SENSEI” 


ONLY RIGHT. 
AFTER ALL, 
HE TEACHES 
ME SO MUCH 
ABOUT THE 


HE DIDN'T 


TAKE THE 
GOOD WAIT UNTIL HE PRO TEST 
ENOUGH BECOMES A AGAIN THIS 


TO PASS... STRONGER 
PLAYER. 


FATHER, TOYA 
MEIJIN, MUST 
BE GETTING 
IMPATIENT 
WITH HIS SON'S 
DILLY-DALLY- 
wom. ING, 


MAYBE 
| TAKE IFS Site 
SUCH A TOO SOON 
LONG FOR ME 
TIME TO TO PLAY... 
IF YOU'RE : MAKE A 


INTERESTED, = Y GIVE YOU MOVE. / 
~ YOU CAN GO 20 THIS ei 
CHECK IT 


—— PLY En 


HE'S GOT A WELL 
LONG WAY TO q ANYWAYS, 
GO BEFORE > THANKS FOR 
goers re. LETTING ME 
PLAY TODAY. 
> SENSEI. S 


VA; 
f 


ESTING KID, 


N THERE? 
si SM THOUGH... 


Rene 


/ (MMBLE 


KID WAS 
BLACK, BUT 
OTHER THAN 


\ 
All Lie al, 


\\\ I \\\ <=) BUT THAT 
4 INCLUDE \\* ii aur . A KIO WAS 
ae 6 THE AOW*, /# a = peels 
4 ; HIS STON 
LIKE AN 
AMATEUR! 


} 


v AI 


A 


IT’S WAY 

BEYOND IT’S NOT 
THAT JUST TWO 

LEVEL. POINTS... 


*komi - points awarded to white at the end of 
a garne to compensate for black’s first move 


READ 
Kiis< 


yf ff) 
LLA 


fF WAIT A 
IS THIS MINUTE! 
TRUE, 

AKIRA?! 
OID YOU |FJ 
REALLY 


ar 


YOU DORK! 
aid YOU'RE NOT : 
sea SUPPOSED F 
“A TO AIM AT 
fe HIS FACE! 


Kii€ 


S 


OKAY, FINE! ¥ 
‘|| JuST KEEP 
QUIET! 


HIKARU! —= . 
What is that?! 
EYES A giant bird?! 
FORWARD! 


C'MON, SAI! 
THAT'S 
JUST AN 
AIRPLANE! 


| HEARD 
HE EVEN 
DID THE 


SUPPOSED SOCIAL 
To! STUDIES.. 


ANO NOW 
HE’S 


Wen 


Se 

i al 

ll <Q 
_||=< 
— 


TAKING GO 
LESSONS? 


ae WHAT?! 
HIKARU'S 


WOULDN'T 
BELIEVE HOW 
BORING AND 


BELIEVE 
IT, HIKARU! 
WHY’RE 
YOU DOING 
THAT? 


ARRGH! 
DONT (eee; \ ae 
START / ‘ ee 

CRYING 
AGAIN! 


things? ...Sob 


sob... Go is 


a 
= 


tt 


YOU 
BARELY 
WON 
AGAINST 
THAT 6TH 
GRADER. 


ass 


BEEZ ZZ Eee 


——_—<—<$<——$=— 


No, Hikaru, you 
THESE 2 don’t understand. 
TESTS ARE Se a : eee sob sob... 
WARM-UPS - I was playing a 
feos i teaching game... 


} \\ i 
CTT qo 
pry 


HISTORY 
QUES- 
TIONS... 


S 
\NS 


Yj If I help 
Gp you, will 
er you play 
ei | ar Got 
Go. Youll 2° \ ¢ 
— 
never play 3 j<s»- 


unless I SS ) 

do some- Sa . 
thing like Nsw 

this. 4 


YOU'RE 
TRYING TO 
MAKE A 
DEAL WITH 
ME? 


<ii€ 


sil / 


C39 


\ 
~™ 
a 


= 
Monae ‘ ( 


B 
B 
BZ 
B 


/ D ( y 
, y 
! 
v, 
| 
| 


S 4 ENG = 


PLAYING 

GO |S 
REALLY |/ 
TIRING... /, 


Tp, 
My 


UY 


I'LL TAKE 
YOU TO 


HIKARU, |b: 
YOU STULL || 

HAVENT [Rey 
WRITTEN A : 
» WORD... 


«ie 


FOLLOWING 
SUNDAY... 


it Hl 
K PRIMARY SCHOOL DIVISION | 


Lit tle 
Az) Ree Cae 


montieaos-: A, 
shania an | | 


| re 
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THERE'RE 
EVEN KIDS 
YOUNGER 


\ 


» 


——s 


DO IT, 
| GUESS ¥ \yOsHiKo! 
THOSE ] 
PEOPLE 


ARE THE 


THERE'S SO 
MUCH TENSION 
IN THE AIR... 


READ 
< THIS 
WAY 


\ OY, THIS IS 
7 MM | INCREDIBLE 
children! =y/S@p| )\\, | | 


years from It’s the These 
now, there Z . 
will Be more same as children 
wl 
This same my 1000- _ihave the 
Saga year-old passion... 
A passion... 


eal 


lhe 


(LA 


XY 


K(/ 


Black must 
make a crucial 
move in the 
top left corner 
or he will die 
there. 


TOO 
BAD! YOU 
SHOULD'VE 
PLAYED 
ONE POINT 
HIGHER! 


SENSEI, I'LL 
\\ #4 ~=OEAL WITH 
SHA THIS BOY IN 


wy! = i 
Lf 


TELL ME 
WHAT JUST (2 
HAPPENED /7” 


WHAT'S WRONG 
WITH YOU?! YOU'RE 
NOT SUPPOSED 
TO KIBITZ* IN THE 


*kibitz - to offer unsolicited advice 


| PLAYED 

HERE AND 
THAT KID SAID, 
“TOO BAD! YOU 

SHOULD'VE 

PLAYED ONE 
POINT 
HIGHER!” 


a) M 


pre 


AS 


BOY SPOKE 
OUT, THEN 
DID YOU 
UNDER- 
STAND? 


| gust \ 
KINO OF 


<ii€ 


... THEN HE 
STOPPED 
RIGHT BY 
MY SON'S 


AND YOU 
UNDER- 
\) STOOD 
f) ONLY AFTER 
A THE OTHER 
THEY'LL HAVE BOY'S 
a 
TO START A racial 


Y 
YY 
9) a 


\ 
IS THAT BOY 
A COMPETI- 
TOR IN THIS 
TOURNA- 
MENT? 
a —_ nt 
 <— 


aE 
—_ 
ee 


HV | SAW HIM. 
LOOKING Wl one Sust 
AROUND AND === CAME INTO 
WANDERED ea THE ROOM A 
THIS WAY... Co WA FEW MINUTES 


AGO. 


HE GLANCED 
DOWN AT THE 
BOARD AND 
THAT'S WHEN 
HE DISRUPTED 
THE GAME! 


SOMEONE 
GOT 


CAUGHT J 
KIBITZING... J, 


Kte« 


i ' : 
_ NIM AGA A a IIS / muSTVE 
| DON'T ih Yin. +N BEEN THAT 
THINK HE | 4 fa\~ 
Hie | AN KID THEY 
| BA SONS JUST 
PART OF : \e RN 
THIS ¥ TOURNAMENT Beene? 


TOURNA- §) UNDERSTAND 
MENT... —< 


HIS : DIDN'T 
COMMENT EE THE HE CAN 
COULDVE | WN BOARD SO ~ | COMMENT 
BEEN Yj, , yj, ON A 
CORRECT YW, J] UAV | q) \ GAME, HE 
OUT OF YYZ ‘AZ Zp | MUST KNOW 


PURE Zl ly ~ SOMETHING 
7 “fen \@ OMETHIN 


| poe 
OumB t| /\ ABOUT GO.. 
Luck. A\ Ea Wy) 


< ROUND OF 
OTHERS 


THE MIDOLE 

SCHOOL ARE STILL 
DIVISION IS PLAYING 
ABOUT TO 


QUIET 
PLEASE... 


(cull ‘ ‘ 


\ 


v 


GJ 
(7 
Hy 
a 
a 


THIS 
IS NO 
THESE _—, MATTER, mare 
prayers \_ (WZ) YOUNG | MATTER! 
TOURNA- 
MENT 
VERY 


THATLL DO, 
| SUP- }} WON'T IT, 
POSE HK KAKIMOTO ay 


CAUSED | 
TROUBLE! 7" || | 


AIHA 


- re) 

—— _/WHAT WAS 
@ THE PLAY 

THAT BOY 


I feel bad 
for those 
two boys... 


endeavors 
g toplay 
the 


| UNDER- 
STAND 
THERE 
WAS SOME 
—\ TROUBLE. 


| sl ih aki 


ON THIS. IT 
MIGHT EVEN 

HE ONLY TAKE A PRO 
GLANCED SOINE TIME 
AT THE TO SEE THE 


IMMEDIATELY 
THE KEY 
POINT... 


| DION'T KNOW 
OTHER THAN 
WHO COULD 
DO SUCH A 


| THING. e 


/| | LET HIM GO 
WITHOUT 


IF THIS 
YOUNG MAN 
IS INDEED 
SUCH A 
STRONG 
PLAYER... 


SOONER 
OR LATER 
HE WILL 
MAKE HIS 
PRESENCE 
KNOWN TO 
THE PROS. 


ee ee 


—— 
—— 


———— | 


———— 
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= \\ 
[ == SN \ 


me! IS AKIRA 
Z ' SENSEI 


\ 


: 


\ iN >, 


j 


K bay 


\\ 
Bw fal 
SY \7 this 


> 


HE'S NOT PLAYING = 
WITH ANYONE. HE'S = 
JUST SITTING IN 
THE BACK OF THE 
ROOM REPLAYING / 
THAT GAME.. £ 


YES, THE 
| GAME HE 
| LOSTLAST} YOU 
WEEK TO | MEAN-- 
THAT BOY. 


<ii€ 


~ 


IT’S AS 


IF HE WAS |: 
PLAYING A |. 
TEACHING |:- 

GAME. |: 


HIKARU 
SHINDO! 


q i 


ws ct el a 


MR. 
HIROSE 
WANTED 
YOU TO 
PLAY A 
TEACHING 
GAME 


| GUESS 
ALL YOU 


CANDO ~~ YR | ANYTHING 
iswalt / ~Z 7 \\ ABOUT 


\) THAT BOY] RA 
= N\ EXCEPT \Y 
HIS 


BEEN ANYONE 
AROUND WHOM 
HE COULD 
CONSIDER 
A RIVAL. 


«ie 


Lf = 
THAT'S 1! BEFORE HE 
AS LEFT, | GAVE 
ioe OB 2)| Kim A FLyeR 


SEEM VERY 

INTERESTED, 

BUT MAYBE 
HE WENT 
ANYWAY. 


PLEASE 
HAVE HIM 
WAIT 
UNTIL | 

COME 
BACK. 


S It’s all your 
fault, Hikaru! 
All your fault! 
All your fault! 
All your 
fault! 


SAI, NONE 
OF THIS 
WOULD'‘VE 
HAPPENED 
IF YOU 
HADN'T 
OPENED 
YOUR BIG 
MOUTH!! 


Kii€ 


\\ I'M NEVER 
by GOING TO 
ES eee ae AN gq ARADO YA? WELL 
BY SO THERE! gl a ON. )yhOw DO You 
3 5B is Saw LIKE THIS? 


= 


FiMe seg BA PO 
ew Pe eg 
————— Gg 


ay AKIRA Fe) 
| WHATRE Toya! 
YOU = oe 


WEREN'T 
YOU 
PLAYING 


WERE 
YOU 
PLAYING 
IN IT? 


REALLY 
SOME- 


I'VE 
NEVER 
SEEN 


ANYTHING 


LIKE IT. 


Eg 


| | 


° Hi 
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a ar 
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pate HHH —— SA | 
! 2 iP Mi = Pao 2 co as Fi) 
ov Oe’ | MH =——- A \ La 4 
Ya Uf" K/ SS Hil ce — 47 
oT di”, GEL / 0 Mi T : _ 
wise: 2 y YD i il A) 
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l ff 
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+ | 
ae 
> BR 
® 
Q 
> 
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= 
KE 
LE 
nei 
ye, 
J 
re, 


HAND. 


. "THAT BOY SAID 
\\ HE'S NEVER 
, PLAYED 
BEFORE!” 


CROSSED |, 


HIN 


ee — 
ea 
=f 


THE 
WINNER 
OF THE 
MEIJIN 

TITLE 
RECEIVES 
? ¥28 

MILLION.” 


Qo 


000 


THERE ARE 8 
TITLES IN ALL, 


MILLION. 


SS 


aay 


Tis *approximately ) 
$1 million |) 


THEY WIN 
TOURNA- 
MENTS, 


RIGHT? /| * 


ie 
Hi 


H-HOW MANY 


eae TITLES ARE 
THERE, AND 
WIN THEM ALL 
HOW MUCH DO 
YOUGETA || you GET IF YOU 
TOTAL OF ¥I120 


WIN THEM ALL: 


HOW ABOUT 
YOU? ARE 
YOU GOING 


| TO BECOME 


PROFES- 
SIONAL GO 
PLAYERS 


w\ MAKE A LOT 


OF MONEY? 


RECEIVES 
¥33 
MILLION.’ 


lly 


Yj, 
ZG es ; 
One DB 
doesn’t 2 " yoURE 60¢ 
play Go Z- (0070 NOUGH TO GE 
siete = <3 ses ees 
: i TER er 
he sake of = TITLE? 
rewards! 


ayes: 


J 
\ 


Ray 
é RADA : 


y 


nya 


M/ =| OION'T 

y KNOW 

YOU 

GET 

RICH 

= FROM 
ea\ PLAYING 


YOU'VE 
JUST 


| |OFFENDED! 


EVERY 

A | PROFES- 
2A |SIONAL GO 
| PLAYER 


| HIS HANDS DON'T 
| BEAR THE MARKS 
OF A GO PLAYER 
AND HE HOLDS HIS 
STONES LIKE A 
BEGINNER. 


i 
¢ 


VAY 
|) Hn 
i 


YOU'RE NO 
GO PLAYER. 
ANYONE WHO 
REALLY PLAYS 
THE GAME 
WOULD NEVER 
SAY ANYTHING 


| 
w 


‘ 


SO INEXCUS- 


ABLE! 


D-DID | SAY 
SOMETHING 


TENACIOUS 
| PERSE- 

VERANCE 
| AND HARD |\ 


THERE ARE 
MANY WHO 
HAVE WORKED 
HARD AND \ 
STRUGGLED | i 
AGAINST 
DESPAIR, YET 
THEY STILL 
NEVER MAKE IT 


I'VE SEEN 


OW MANY 
COULD PLAYERS LIKE 
| HAVE THAT WHO 

LOST TO STUDY WITH 


MY FATHER. 


HOW?! HOW COULD | 
HAVE LOST TO A/M? 
MAYBE | UNDERESTI- 
MATED HIM AND LET 
DOWN MY GUARD... 


| UNDERESTI- 
MATED HIM 
BECAUSE 
| THOUGHT 
HE WAS A 
BEGINNER. 
THEN | PAN- 
ICKED AND 
DESTROYED 
MYSELF. 


= 
—| 
= 


é 


I'VE PLAYED HOURS 
AND HOURS OF GO 
EVERY DAY SINCE | 
WAS A LITTLE KIO. 
I'VE WORKED SO 


LETS PLAY 
A GAME 
RIGHT NOW. 


y 


ARE GOING YES.. 
TO “DABBLE 
TOME HERE = AROUND AND | 


AND NOW. 


l ffrescni seo BB \N 
| = 


CF 


| MUST 
NOT LOSE: 


<< 


— 


| AM STRIVING | 
TO PLAY “THE | 
DIVINE MOVE"... | ' 
| MUST NOT 


MUST NOT 
E UNDERESTI- 
MATE HIM. 


THAT PLAY WAS 


CONSIDERED SHAPES OF 
A GOOD MOVE HIS JOSEKI 
IN THE PAST 
WHEN KOMI DID 3 
NOT EXIST. )|| Even PLaveo 


HE SHUSAKU 
DIAGONAL.” 


SHOULD a PRO 


-| BE ABLE witHouT L ul i 
| TO BEAT WORKING Oy 


\ EASILY. 


HARD... {| 


Keay ares His Fangs: 
eS 4 1K 124 


READ 
« THIS 
WAY 


iz yl | 


x 


axel _| A | 
7 = : IF BLACK 
a? Vp) : a 
ZY “ 
‘ ) THEN WHITE 


\ 1 DIDN'T 
MEAN IT 

a| now = WHEN | 

BS iakirnas SADID sor 
|| Ras BECOME KIDDING - b/ 
O.. | 

MA win a. AROUND.FP II 


TITLE OR 
TWO... 


sure you 
were just 


kidding? 


yen 


| , 
: Fe: & \ , 
HERE: BEAK 


\ 


\ n\\ 


Se \ \ 0 


Ino 


TIME, YOU 
ONLY BEAT 
AKIRA BY 


| KNOW IT 2 POINTS, 


EASY FOR 
YOU TO 
BECOME 
A PRO... 


1 beasbin actually trying to 
gare. win that garne. 


LUI 


Thy 


. F eS 


against | WHAT? 


eared 


=>—| overwhelming victory. 


moves do all 
the talking, 


F 
k 
is 
I 


| 


One does not 
play to win. Nothing 
is learned if the 
instructor has an 


say Akira 
is “just a 


i! operiosee 


The goal of a teaching 


| garne is to guide the 


other player to make 
the correct moves. 


SO YOU 
ARE 
BETTER 
THAN 


most skilled 
of players 
would be able 
to beat hirn. 


Although 
he still 


me a 


his 
moves 
are 


When 
this child 
reaches 
his full 
potential... 


\\ 


\ 


— 
WS 


11) in ee 


still just 
a child. 


Hy}|| 


Se : 
Ly Bee 
i ~ a 
at oy hte Mes \ 
“I wig UN y= 
jth why ek 
, if a eee, 
A ey Seas 
I A i; 
eS A \ 
\X é 
N5 \ Bs x 
/ i f Es 
y NIV \\\\\\~eo7 rt 
f Ky \\\\ 
I] ) INS \ \ 
ES / SQ | qi 
t 4\ 
\ 5 } 
CG; oe i 
j) 
| | 
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anne I'M GOING 
MBBBMEM | TO Use THE 
nEnen 


Lo tase in | 
NIMIBNS\ THE BACK. A 


Ki 
CLAr. 7; 
THE ONE ER 


THAT BEAT SS 
AKIRA? fa) 


ALS ArireR 
A 


oe 
2, & Sag ™s rf | Ani as . {o 
\ | > I \\\ . i am ; 

, / | 4 2 


/ HE'S NOT 


EVEN = \m 
conscious | 7f 
OF THE SUR- |) 


ROUNDINGS, | . 


eA 


-\t 
“1 wa 


How should 
this situation 
be handled? 


This is a gE This child is 
~ delicate ; = bright-eyed 
—timein || Butright 23 and over- 
1 nowheis =2 flowing with 
baring his <= potential... 
teeth. ; 


GY at 
A CUTTS 


\ 
7 \) 


"| RIGHT? LET'S 
di "\ CHOOSE FOR 


"CHOOSE | 
FOR 


COLOR’? 


DETERMINE 
WHO'LL BE 
BLACK ANDO 


STONES IN 
MY HAND. , 


JUST PUT 
ONE OR 
TWO BLACK 


GUESS RIGHT, 
THEN YOU 
PLAY BLACK. 
IF YOU'RE 


WRONG, THEN 


'M BLACK. 


THE KOMI 
COUNTS 
FOR § {/2 


HAY \ 


YOU 


ALL 

| GOT 
IT! I'M 
BLACK! 


LET'S 
SEE... TWO, 
FOUR, SIX... 

TWELVE. 
me IT'S EVEN. 


, Y | YOU EVER 
NEVER | GN) THINK THAT 
THOUGHT ill, 


THAT WAS = 
UNFAIR? 


I’ve never 
lost while 


BLACK HAD 


THEN 
WHITE WINS 


> 


| TEA 


did not 

exist in 
Hor’ inbo- 
Shusaku’s 


134 


ONEGAI- 
SHIMASU. 


| 
| eS 
TTT TT 


HUH? OH, UH... 
YEAH... 
= ONEGAISHIMASU. 


The 3-4 
point 
nearest you 
in the upper 
right-hand 
corner. 


MN 


Kii€ 


AKIRA TOOK 
3 MINUTES 
TO MAKE 
HIS FIRST 


| 


| VT AY e 


I must 
further my 
study of 
moves... 


I couldn't 
7 'be 
more 
(pied... 
ff 


opponent 


of more 
equal 

strength, 
this 


SN would be 


a serious 
handi- 


READ 
<ii« 


AKIRA'S ‘Wf 


See 


/ = 
Waal \ Playing the 
|) | \\ 7 ingore on 
| | | ne 
ry RNS | a move ray 
é 0, RIS io Haid, 
PS : A* ee 


Well then, I’ll 
just have to 
comply... 


© 1 Is it true that there are smaller Go boards? 


A) 


A standard Go board, such 
as the one shown to the 
right, has 19 by 19 points. 
This may be too large an 
area and may cause confu- 
sion for beginners. So 
instead, a 9 by 9 board can 


be used. A 19 by 19 Go board with 
legs typically used by the pros. 


© 2 What kind of person was Hon’inbo-Shusaku? 


(A) 


Shusaku was a genius Go player born 
in 1829 in Innoshima. He had such 
great skill that some called him the 
greatest player of all time. He learned 
the game at age 5 and by the time he 
was 10, he was playing Go in Edo, the 
capital city. It is said that his master, 
Jowa, called Shusaku a great player 
the likes of which had not been seen in 
150 years. Shusaku eventually devel- 
oped into such an outstanding player, 
he came to be known as a “Go Saint.” 
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READ 
<iie« 


= 
tee ag EN 
cae 
aes 


RESIGN... Hif 


\) 


conceded JUST 


MINUTE... 


| MEAN... Sey ae ~ 
WEVE — Bex) 1 00NnT [FN 
PLAYED LESS [X\\ HoOnT TE 
THANHALE = \ Wars AMIN 
OF WHAT |. 


WE DID 
BEFORE... 


GOING ON... \ , 


{ 
/ 


4 


BRON 


DID YOU 
REALLY JUST 
BEAT THE 
PANTS OFF 


=| : 
j y) je a cet 
/ f- \7 Y-YOURE 
/ ( "MW REALLY © 


REALLY | 
YOU REALLY IMPRESSED SOMETHING, | 
PUT THE “= WITH YOUR, AKIRA.. 
PRESSURE ——\ INTENSITY... ga 
ON ME «N 


WITH EVERY 

ONE OF 
YOUR 

MOVES! 


THOSE 
GUYS 
AT THE 
TOURN- 
AMENT 
HAD 
NOTHING 
HE’S NOT ON YOU! 
LISTENING 


DOESN'T HE CAN'T 


HEAR A HEAR ME 
WORD AT ALL... 


< « 


YOU 
HAVE TWO 
FACTORS 
— IN YOUR 
FAVOR... 


Sor YOU'RE 


LOVE A HARD 
FOR THE WORKER... 
GAME |S 
GREAT... 


AND | DON'T 

KNOW IF I'LL 

BE ABLE TO 
OVERCOME IT. 


I'VE ALWAYS 
BEEN PROUD 
OF WHAT 
FATHER TOLD 
ME THAT DAY... 


_——_—. 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD A 
SINGLE 
WORD 
I'VE SAID? 


SHE CHASED SO SILLY... /\ 
AFTER THE \ 
STRAY CAT \ 
THAT STOLE JE ~—\ 
OUR FISH! 


INTENSITY... 


| THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 
JUST GOING ear 


TO WIN BY 
2 POINTS HAVE TO 


AGAIN... WIN LIKE 


KA \ 


choice but 


to sever 

his head 

with one 
clean cut 


a> STA 


AKIRA, HOW 
CAN YOU 


IS GO MORE 
THAN JUST BE SO 
A GAME...? INTENSE... 


ARE YOU TRYING | 
TO PLAY “THE 
DIVINE MOVE" 


U 


Hikaru, 
to play 
Go again 


today?! 
rns 


did you 
come all 


ily, 


\\ 


Kee 


= 
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WHAT'S THE 
BIG IDEA?! 


TOYA 
MEIJIN! 
HE'S 
YOU BEEN 


LOOKING 
FOR ME?! 


i 
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> S\N QS Se 
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AKIRA..._/s 


a. 
Uf fine ie 
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WELL THEN, 
LETS SEE 
HOW GOOD 
YOU ARE... 


a match 
with him... 


Wy : 
> > ‘ 7 
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. ‘ 
, 


I | 


Sih 


Who 

emitted 

such an 
aura! 


erpy 


UY 
a 


\ PLAY... Hs ee 


Pups Ml \. 


TITLE. DO 
YOU KNOW AKIRA... 


WHAT THAT 
) \ MEANS? 


READ THIS MAN HAS 
pi AKIRA'’S SAME | 


Bock SS = 


AN, of ; 
\ \ ri TMA dd 


Approach 
at 3-5! 


i 


M0 aaa 


Kie« 


BUT THIS | THOUGHT 
GUY HAS THE WAY AKIRA 
STYLE PLACES HIS 
TOO... STONES ON THE 

, BOARD WAS 


IVE BEEN 
TEACHING 
AKIRA GO | 
S| SINCE HE WAS 

\ Two years }J 


AMATEUR 
TOURNA- 
\ MENTS. 


IF HE WERE 
TO PLAY INA 
AKIRA YOUTH TOUR- 
ISON A NAMENT, HE 
DIFFER- WOULD CRUSH 


7 ENT THEHOPESOF ALI‘ 
| LEVEL. ANY ASPIRING a. 
PLAYERS, (PE 
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WE PLAY A jh 
K/ GAME Every \ 
| MORNING. | 
HE'S GOOD 
ENOUGH TO. f= 

BE APRO. f° 


= 


IT 
ALMOST 
LOOKS 
LIKE HIS 
FINGER- 
TIPS ARE 
GLOWING! 


HE TAKES 
THE STONE 
IN BETWEEN 

PLIANT 

FINGERS. 


Why IT IS 
DIFFICULT 
FOR ME TO 
BELIEVE... 


\\ \ 
\\\ \\ 
\ \ 
\\ \ 
\ 
\\" 
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MM 
| WANT, TO 
BE( ABLE” 
\_ TO\SNAP 
A’STONE 
DOWN LIKE 


Q) 3 You win Shogi (Japanese Chess) by 


(A) 


capturing the king. How do you win Go? 


The winner of Go is the side, 
White or Black, that has more 
territory. In the figure shown, 
Black's territory is on the right, 
White’s territory is on the left. 
Which side is the winner? 


Territory is counted by number of 
points. In this diagram, Black has 
26 points and White has 29 
points. White wins by 3 points. 


© 4 Can anyone go to a Go Salon? 


20 ©9890 © 


—_— \. tae 
Yes, go ahead and go to one if you see | | HELLO! i 

one in town. The people there are sure | 
to welcome children, women, and 
anyone new to Go. 


How old do you have to be 
to become a pro? 


Go is strictly a world of ability. Anyone can become a pro 
as long as they pass the test to qualify, even a small child. 
Of course, it’s not easy. Cho Chi-hoon (known in Japan as 
Cho Chikun) became a pro at the young age of 11. 


My school doesn’t have a Go club. 
How can | start playing? 


One way is to learn from Go on TV and from books, but 
maybe someone you know plays Go — your father, an 
uncle, or maybe one of your teachers at school. If you 
can’t think of anyone, try going to a Go salon. There’s 
also plenty of Go classes for kids at community centers. 
You can get more details by contacting the American Go 
Association at www.usgo.org. 


Came 7: “Three Problems of Life and Death” 
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SAI, OID 
YOU 


| GUESS 
IT WAS 
MY FAULT. 
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HUN ® Doe NOTHING 
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WRONG WITH 
HIS PLAY. HE 
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MOST WOULD 
CONSIDER IT 


IT WAS 


INDEED VERY 


INTERESTING... bs 
ESTING... 


YOU TOOK 

CONTROL 
OF MY BODY, 
DION'T YOU?! 


MY SOUL 
WASN'T 
ENOUGH! 


Z| STONE DOWN YOU HAD | 
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LIKE THAT!! TO TAKE 


WA OVER My 
EA, BODY TOO! | 
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’ Hikaru! 
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Try this 

rock! 
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Yes! Try 
snapping 
this rock 
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DON'T TRY 
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RIGHT!!! 
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But, Hikaru, 7 
you really 
played that 
stone on your 
own. You didn’t 
even put it 
down where [\ 
I told 
yy, YOu to! & / 
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You are 


becoming But, Hikaru, 
more familiar you really did 
with the game make that 
and I think you move... 
want to start 
playing on 
your own... 


mw’ (/ But Toya © 
LEARNING |} / |/ MEIJIN SURE \) 
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FATHER |7/ (/ \ WITH A LOT 
FORA |f\ .4\' 
LONG 
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not that 


(A  S 


Pome 
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{ WHO 


AH, FORGET IT! TOYA HAH! YOURE NOT 
AT my HOUSE, WHO's. | | ITI WAS PLAYING PINE 
ANYWAY? THAT? AGAINST 7OYA WITH? 
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My SISTER 
GAVE ME 
THESE, HER 
JUNIOR HIGH 
SCHOOL'S 
| PUTTING ON 
<\ AFESTIVAL.. 


ILL MEET YOU 
AT THE FRONT 
GATE OF HAZE 
MIDDLE SCHOOL ff 
THIS SUNDAY AT 
2 O'CLOCK. 


I'M KINDA 
HUNGRY. 
MAYBE I'LL 
GET SOME 


think 
that 
girl likes 


Gili 


WHY NOT? 


TAKOY AKI" 
FOR 
FREE! 
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*octopus batter balls. 


FORGET IT. 
IF ANYONE 
SEES ME 

WALKING 


I'LL NEVER 
HEAR THE 
ENO OF IT. 
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LIKE THAT. } 
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HERE'S AN 
INTERMEDIATE 
PROBLEM. 
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WHAT IF 
WHITE 
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Hikaru, 

what’s 
that 
book? 
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GRAND \ i : 

PRIZE! | : ml. NET mB BY TOYA 
: iN NOS NUE. MEIJIN... 


Hikaru! I 
want it! I 
want it! 
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YOU TOOK 

ALOT OF 
TIME, BUT 
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When you 
get a bit 
more 
familiar 
with Go 
like Hikaru, 
| you, too, 
will be able 
to see that White suc- Black plays 
White was ceeded in cap- inside again. 
dead after turing Black White 
‘ with 10, but captures the 
the third now if Black invading 
move. plays the center stone. 
point, he will 


capture all of 
White’s stones. 
Oa a 
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Hikaru, 7// HERE'S 
you have TISSUE?! YOUR 
to solve WHAT PRIZE. 
ABOUT THE 


THIS ONE'S 

44 FOR A DAN 
4 LEVEL PLAYER. 
1 EVEN I'D HAVE 
\ TROUBLE WITH 

= THIS ONE. 
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Wy we 


I'VE SEEN 
HIM WHEN 
HE'S PLAYING 


HES SO 
INTENSE, 
IT’S SCARY. 


AKIRA WOULD 
BE ABLE TO 
SOLVE THIS 

ONE, HUH? 


LOSERS. Game 


WHO CARES 
ABOUT PLAYING 
WITH A BUNCH 
OF STONES 
FOR TERRITORY. 
SHOGI" |S 1000 
TIMES MORE 


} I) | | | 


WHAT'S THE 
BIG DEAL 
ABOUT A 

LAME GUY 
WHO LOST 

TO ME? 
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